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TEACHING PHILOSOPHY AND PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS OF 
THE THREE OAKS CHOIR AND ORCHETSRA PROGRAM 
 
The Choir & Orchestra Program is founded on the belief that music and the arts are essential to education and to 
life. The program will focus on the teaching of instrumental and choral music both as a tool for exploring the 
many life skills it involves, as well as the aesthetic value it offers humanity. The students in our program will 
learn how to play a musical instrument and sing in harmony to the best of their abilities based, partly, on 
aptitude and effort. They will experience many extrinsic facets of music: teamwork, goal setting, cooperative 
effort, personal responsibility, pride, individual growth, performance/presentation skills, a positive attitude, and 
continuous improvement and as an individual and an ensemble. We hope to reveal to them the universality of 
music and how it is a shared expression common to all people, regardless of nationality, ethnicity, religious 
beliefs, or age. Most of all, we hope to instill in our Choir/Orchestra members a lifelong love of music and the 
arts in their countless varied shapes, forms, colors, and sounds so they may make the arts a part of their daily 
lif e with the hope they will pass it on to others throughout their lives. 

 
HOW TO PRACTICE AND LEARN IN CHOIR & ORCHESTRA  
The fundamental approach we will encourage our students to apply to learning in their music classes: 
 

1. TAKE A CHANCE!   It is through our mistakes that we learn!  You will discover how much you can do 
if you take a chance! 

 
2. STAY IN THE ÒPRESENTÓ: During the time you are in class or practicing privately, focus on the 

class or your practice session and nothing else! 
 

3. LEARNING PROCESS: The learning process is 90% student and 10% instructor.    
o Evaluate. Do not criticize your practice, playing and performance.  Examine what you have 

done.  Always focus on the positive and find solutions to the areas that need improvement. 
o Think about the things you liked. Why did you like them?  How did you accomplish them? 

Then repeat the process every time! 
o Think about the things you disliked. Why didnÕt you like them?  How can you improve or 

correct them?  Make the corrections or improvements and implement them. 
o Repeat this process!  Until you are satisfied, but always SET A HIGH STANDARD!  
 

4. PRACTICING:  Practicing your instrument is vital to your development as a musician. Whether your 
instrument is guitar, bass, violin or voice, you must practice or you will not improve!   

¥ Practice intelligently!   It is a fact that you can practice for eight hours per day and get nothing 
done! Warm-up with the easy sections and then focus on the difficult areas.   

¥ Always remember that the quality, not the quantity, of practicing is most important. 
 

5. STANDARDS: 
¥ The standards you set will be the standards you have!  Always set a high standard for 

yourself! 
6. ATTITUDE:  

¥ Your attitude will define how you view life!  Strive to maintain a positive attitude.   
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PERFORMING ENSEMBLES AND RELATED CLASSES 
 
ORCHESTRA-- is a three-year program.  Students will have the opportunity to perform a wide range of 
material including classical, seasonal, and popular music. All orchestra students learn many concepts including 
how to read music and play an instrument, demonstrate proper technique, sight-read, learn basic music theory 
and musicianship skills, and performance standards. Orchestra students will experience the possibility of 
playing with piano, classical guitar, music featuring band and orchestra, music featuring orchestra and chorus, 
and both full concerts and intimate recital settings.  Students will have the opportunity to participate in Solo & 
Ensemble, MPA (Music Performance Assessment), All County Orchestra, All State Orchestra, and out-of town 
competitions.  
 

- Three Oaks Beginning OrchestraÐ Music performed by this ensemble will be comprised mostly of the 
beginning string literature and method books.  Membership in this orchestra is open to all incoming 
TOMS students. It is the beginning performing ensemble for incoming string students.  No prior musical 
experience or knowledge is required. This course is designed to introduce the new student to the 
wonderful world of orchestra music. The student will be introduced to basic instrumental technique 
necessary to perform in an ensemble. Topics include: How to Play Your Instrument, Introduction To 
Reading Music, Basic Musicianship and Music Theory, Bowing Techniques, and Performance 
Standards. 

 
- Three Oaks Concert Orchestra Ð Music performed by this ensemble is comprised mostly of level 1-2 

string literature of the orchestral repertoire.  Membership in this ensemble is open to all current seventh 
and eighth grade students who have completed a minimum of one year of orchestra.  It is the performing 
ensemble for string students who pass the required audition for this group.  This class is designed to 
continue with the development of the playing skills that began in sixth grade. Greater emphasis will be 
placed on the exploration of the many concepts of music. All rehearsals, performances, trips, and 
events are MANDATORY.  Students must maintain a ÒBÓ in all classes and must maintain 
impeccable behavior.  Failure to follow this policy will warrant removal from Concert Orchestra. 

 
- Three Oaks Chamber Orchestra Ð Music performed by this ensemble will be comprised mostly of 

level 2-4 string literature. Placement is limited and by audition ONLY.   It is the principal performing 
ensemble for string students who pass the audition.  It is designed to enhance the serious studentÕs desire 
for additional learning and performance experience.  This group is NOT designed for everyone.  The 
ensemble is similar to going from 6th grade to 12th grade!   This orchestra is designed to continue with the 
development of music skills with an emphasis on furthering the knowledge and implementation of the 
concepts of good technique and musicianship. Musical concepts are presented and implemented at a 
faster rate than in Concert Orchestra. The difficulty of the music will reflect the rate of progress of the 
individual and the orchestra as a whole.  Our goal is to maintain a tradition of Superior Ratings at F.O.A. 
Solo and Ensemble, All State, and the competitions.  In addition, Chamber Orchestra will perform in the 
Fort Myers area approximately 25-30 times per school year.  Chamber Orchestra has a reputation as 
being one of the finest orchestras in this area and represents Three Oaks Middle SchoolÕs high standards. 
All rehearsals, performances, trips, and events are MANDATORY.  Students must maintain a ÒBÓ 
in all classes and must maintain impeccable behavior.  Failure to follow this policy will warrant 
removal from Chamber Orchestra. 

 
GUITAR  

- Class Guitar and After School Guitar Ð open to all Three Oaks students regardless of experience. 
Students will have the opportunity to learn about the wonderful world of Guitar.   
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CHOIR --is a three-year program. Students will have the opportunity to perform a wide range of material 
including: classical, seasonal, jazz, and popular literature. All choir students learn: how to read music, sight-
sing, music theory and musicianship, ear training, basic piano skills, harmonization (2, 3 part mixed, SSA, a 
cappella, and accompanied), proper vocal technique, tone production, composition, stage presence, and 
performance. Choir students will experience the possibility of singing with piano, classical guitar, music 
featuring band, orchestra, and choir, music featuring orchestra and chorus, and both full concerts and intimate 
recital settings. Students will have the opportunity to participate in FVA events including: Solo & Ensemble, 
All County Chorus, All State Chorus, and out-of town competitions.  The program supports the Advanced 
Mentor Pro-Voice technique and continues to pioneer new choral techniques exclusive to the Three Oaks 
Middle School Choir program. The students will be introduced to all aspects of singing including vocal 
technique, introduction to reading music, basic musicianship and music theory, unison and two Ðpart 
harmonization, ÒspeakingÓ voice and the ÒyawningÓ voice, proper breathing, posture, mechanics of the voice, 
view The SingerÕs Voice DVD Series, and meet Fabio-our human torso model! 
 

- Three Oaks Beginning Choir ÐMusic performed by this ensemble will be comprised mostly of the 
beginning choir literature (unison and two-part material). It is the beginning performing ensemble for 
incoming choir students.  Membership in this choir is open to all incoming TOMS students. No prior 
musical experience or knowledge is required. This ensemble is designed to introduce the new student to 
the wonderful world of choral music. The student will be introduced to basic choral technique necessary 
to perform in an ensemble. Topics include: how to sing, introduction to reading music, basic 
musicianship and music theory, breathing techniques, and performance standards. 

 
- Three Oaks Mixed Choir Ð Music performed by this ensemble will be comprised mostly of the mixed 

and SAB accompanied choral literature.  Membership in this ensemble is by audition only.  It is the 
principal performing ensemble for students who pass the required audition for this group.  This choir is 
designed to continue with the development of the vocal skills that began in Beginning Choir. Greater 
emphasis will be placed on the exploration of the many vocal and choral concepts including 
musicianship skills and outstanding vocal technique. This class is designed to continue with the 
development of the playing skills that began in sixth grade. Greater emphasis will be placed on the 
exploration of the many concepts of music. All rehearsals, performances, trips, and events are 
MANDATORY.  Students must maintain a ÒBÓ in all classes and must maintain impeccable 
behavior.  Failure to follow this policy will warrant removal from Mixed Choir.  

 
- Three Oaks Chamber Choir Ð Music performed by this ensemble is comprised mostly of the SSA a 

cappella literature of the choral repertoire.  This is an a cappella only ensemble.  Membership in this 
ensemble is by audition only.  It is the principal performing ensemble for choral students who pass the 
required audition for this group.   It is designed to enhance the serious studentÕs desire for additional 
learning and performance experience.  This group is NOT designed for everyone.  The ensemble is 
similar to going from 6th grade to 12th grade!   The majority of the material is A Cappella (the most 
challenging form of vocal music). This choir is designed to continue with the development of the vocal 
skills with an emphasis on furthering the knowledge and implementation of the concepts of good 
harmonization, intonation, theory musicianship and proper vocal technique.  Musical concepts are 
presented and implemented at a faster rate than in Mixed Choir.  The difficulty of the music will reflect 
the rate of progress of the individual and the choir as a whole. Our goal is to maintain a tradition of 
Superior and Excellent Ratings at F.V.A. Solo and Ensemble, All State, and competitions.  In addition, 
Chamber Choir will perform in the Fort Myers area approximately 25-30 times per school year.  
Chamber Choir has a reputation as being one of the finest choirs in this area and represents Three Oaks 
Middle SchoolÕs high standards. All rehearsals, performances, trips, and events are MANDATORY. 
Students must maintain a ÒBÓ in all classes and must maintain impeccable behavior at all times.  
Failure to follow this policy will warrant removal from Chamber Choir.  
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ORCHESTRA INSTRUMENT SELECTION PROCESS 
Beginning orchestra students will go through instrument try-outs during the second week of school.  There are 
three criteria used to determine the selection of which instrument a child will play. They are as follows: 
 

1. What instrument does the student want to play? 
2. What instrument is the student physically best suited to play? 
3. What instrumentation does the orchestra need to be balanced? 

 
¥ INSTRUMENT RENTAL AND PURCHASE  

Three Oaks Middle School supplies all instruments, however, students and parents may elect to purchase or rent 
an instrument from a local retailer.  If you choose to rent your instrument from a local retailer, please make 
arrangements to pick up the instrument at the store. We will provide rental information from local stores for 
comparison-shopping.  If you plan to purchase an instrument, PLEASE CONTACT MR. KNECHT 
PRIOR TO DOING SO!  If you own or rent your instrument, please contact Mr. Knecht for storage 
arrangements. 
 

School Board policy (2.19) limits the promotion of any interest of a commercial organization. It does 
allow the distribution of flyers for your use in comparison-shopping.  

 
We will dispense flyers from all vendors who provide them to T.O.M.S. Other music stores in the area may 
offer similar rental programs. 
 

¥ SCHOOL OWNED INSTRUMENTS 
All instruments are available from the school for a nominal $35.00 a year maintenance 
reimbursement payable to the 3 C.O.P.A. Inc.  If you already have an instrument, Mr. Knecht will 
be happy to examine it and determine if it is in good playing condition. 
 
What is covered? 

!  String replacement 
!  Adjustments-bridge, chin-rest, shoulder rest, tape on fingerboard, etc. 

What is not covered? 
!  Damage to instrument, case, bow due to neglect as mentioned in the attached Instrument Check-out 

Agreement Form. 
!  Daily cleaning 

 
The average music retail store rental fee per month is: 

!  Violin:  $27.00 
!  Viola:  $32.00 
!  Cello:  $45.00 
!  Bass:  $95.00 

 
The rental fees include basic maintenance, set-up, and manufacturer repairs.  It does NOT include 
string replacement.  You must purchase the string, however, the store will put strings on at no cost. 
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GRADING POLICIES 
 
Grades in Choir and Orchestra are given in the same way as grades in other classes.  Choir and Orchestra are 
regular curricular courses of study and are to be treated in that manner.  Choir and Orchestra must NOT be 
thought of as an ÒactivityÓ!  In order for a student to improve and excel as a young musician, as well as to 
receive a satisfactory grade, the following requirements must be met: 
 
Grades in Choir and Orchestra are given the following weights in these categories: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE: Not all categories are used every quarter and/or with every grade level or class. If a category is 
not used during a quarter the percentages are adjusted accordingly. 
  
Practice Cards-Sixth Grade Only--Procedures for practice cards are as follows: 
 

¥ Students are required to practice 210 minutes per week. This is an average of 30 minutes per day.  210 
minutes is the minimum requirement in order to earn a grade of ÒAÓ for any given weeks practice card.  
Any and all time practiced above 210 minutes in a week will count as Òbonus timeÓ, and can be thought 
of as Òextra creditÓ, used to help raise a studentÕs grade.   It must be noted that any time practiced is 
better than a ZERO!  Even if a student has practiced less than 146 minutes it is still to their benefit to 
turn in their practice card.  If a child loses their practice card a written note signed by a parent/guardian 
will be accepted, however it is the childÕs responsibility to ask Mr. Knecht for a new practice card at the 
earliest opportunity.  Practice Cards are located in the file cabinet near Mr. KnechtÕs office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
¥ Practice times are to be recorded in minutes.  DO NOT CONVERT TO HOURS. 
¥ Practice cards run from MONDAY through SUNDAY. Each day the student must write the total number 

of minutes practiced in the proper place on their practice card.  On Sunday evening the student should 
carefully TOTAL their practice minutes for the week and write the total minutes in the space marked 
ÒTotalÓ. Parents should review their childÕs practice card for accuracy and initial the card.  

¥ Practice Cards are due on Monday (or the first day of school) of every week.  Cards are to be placed in 
the correct mailbox located by the front doors.  Practice cards will be graded and returned to the students 
on Tuesday.  If there is a delay in grading the cards they will be returned as soon as they have been 
graded.  Cards WITHOUT a parent/guardianÕs initials WILL NOT be credited and LATE CARDS 
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED until the following Monday. However, if the student was absent from 
school on Monday, late cards are due on the first day the child returns to school. Late cards are dealt 
with on an individual basis. 

Beginning Classes 
 
Practice Cards   20% 
Boards (Playing/Singing Tests)  20% 
Written, Oral, Lab Tests  20% 
Assignments    20% 
Posture    20% 

Upper Level Classes 
 
Posture/Other    100% 
Grades other than posture will be indicated 
on the studentÕs report card. 

Weekly  
Practice Card Grade Scale 

210+ = A 
189-209=B 
168-188=C 
147-167=D 

0-146=F 
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SAMPLE PRACTICE CARD 
 

 Three Oaks Middle School 
     Chorus and Orchestra 
           Practice Card 
               2008-2009 
 
StudentÕs Name_______________________________ 
 

Class    ORCHESTRA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Chorus and Orchestra Program 
 
  Jim Knecht, Director 
   481-1412 
  www.3copa.com  
 

¥ PRACTICE REQUIREMENTS 
What should choir and orchestra students practice?  Students are held responsible for the following material in 
addition to any solo or audition material. 
 
CHOIR AND ORCHESTRA  

¥ Practice sight-singing daily.  THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT! 
¥ The Scientific Approach to Singing Vocal Tech Disc 
¥ Scales and arpeggios.  Concert material, All State/All County material, etc. 
¥ Technique books. (Essential Elements 2000, ETC) 

 
¥ PLAYING AND SINGING EXAMS 

The number of exams varies each year depending on the needs of the class, students, and program. 
 

¥ WRITTEN AND ORAL EXAMS 
Throughout the school year, students will receive written and oral exams Written test usually consists of 
multiple-choice questions, essays, vocabulary terms, and analyzing music. Chorus students are required to 
complete the Music 2000 Book I workbooks. 
 

¥ POSTURE 
Proper posture is essential for all musicians.  Posture includes: singing and playing posture (standing and/or 
sitting), right hand and left hand form for string students, vowel shape for choir students, etc. 
 

 Wk
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¥ ASSIGNMENTS 
Written or research assignments may be given periodically. Assignments include: composer research, original 
compositions, and music related questionnaires. 
 

¥ ATTENDANCE POLICY 
o Students are expected to attend school on a daily basis.  Students who are frequently absent may 

be removed from one or more events pending the nature of the absence. Choir and Orchestra 
members are expected to attend all rehearsals and performances. Rehearsals and performances 
are an integral part of the curriculum, and they are naturally a part of the grading process.  
Plan to attend class (on a daily basis), all rehearsals, and performances. 

 
o PERFORMANCE AND EVENTS 

" All performances have specific educational and musical objectives attached to them.  
Every childÕs participation in our performances is critical to the success of the entire 
group and very important to their individual musical education and growth. 

"  Performance participation is mandatory.  Acceptable excuses include emergencies 
such as serious illness of self (hospitalized, fever, etc.) and death of a family member.   
Performances are graded and fall under the Board-Playing Test category. 

"  All Students are required to remain for the duration of the event.  Any student 
leaving the performance without permission from Mr. Knecht will receive a ZERO for 
their performance grade. 

"  All students are required to follow the Student Code of Conduct and the policies 
contained in this handbook. 

 
o EXCUSED ABSENCE FROM REHEARSALS, CONCERT, OR EVENTS 

"  In case of illness or family emergencies, parents must e-mail Mr. Knecht or phone the 
music room direct line (481-1412) as early as possible to inform the director of their 
anticipated absence.  When off campus, parents must contact Mr. Knecht via his cell 
phone (provided prior to all off campus events). 

"  If a student must miss an event for any reason, a written note from the parent must be 
turned in to Mr. Knecht within TWO days of the absence, or it will be considered 
unexcused.  

"  If transportation is an issue, please call as soon as possible.  Transportation is NOT a 
valid excuse.  Please secure transportation in advance of the event. 

"  Except in case of extreme emergency or illness, students will not be excused from after 
school rehearsals.  

"  Appointments should be made on non-rehearsal/concert days. Check your calendar! 
"  The director will review each situation individually. The director's decision is final. 

 
o UNEXCUSED ABSENCE FROM REHEARSAL 

Any absence not approved by Mr. Knecht will be unexcused. A grade of zero will be entered for the 
missed rehearsal. An unexcused absence will result in a zero.  

 
o TARDY POLICY 

Tardiness is unacceptable.  Make sure you are on time every time!  Plan ahead of each event.  Failure to 
follow this policy may warrant removal from all events. 

 
EARLY IS ON TIME, AND ON TIME IS LATE!  
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¥ ADDITIONAL REHEARSALS AND PERFORMANCES 
Because of the high standard of quality performances expected of the choir and orchestra students in this 
program, students are asked to perform at many community, city and statewide functions.  From time to time 
this will necessitate extra rehearsals and performances.  Extra performances not on the calendar distributed at 
the beginning of the school year will be required.  Ample notice will be given for the beginning ensembles.  All 
upper level ensembles must be prepared for additional performances not listed on the calendar.  Mr. Knecht will 
try to provide the students and families with ample notice; however, this may not always be possible. 
 

¥ PERFORMANCE AND EVENT PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS 
The Three Oaks Middle School Music Department and 3COPA, strive to provide a positive and safe experience 
for all involved at each event.  Students must meet the following requirements to be considered for participation 
in all choir and orchestra events including all on and off campus performances, trips, and etc. Participation is a 
privi lege, not a right! 
 

o All students must demonstrate professional behavior (on and off campus) at all times. Student behavior 
and academic progress will be monitored throughout the school year. 

o Cell phone usage is not permitted during a concert or event.  All cell phones must be turned off during 
the event. 

o Students with severe academic and/or behavior issues will be removed from one or more events. 
o Students must satisfy all requirements of the music program as stated in this handbook.  
o Students must maintain an ÒAÓ in his/her music class. 
o Special circumstances will be handled on an individual basis. 
o Students are expected to display proper performance etiquette at all times.  All performances are graded. 

Unprofessional behavior will warrant removal from future events. 
 

¥ UPPER LEVEL CLASSES 
The Three Oaks Music Department has earned a reputation for itÕs outstanding ensembles.  Every student is 
vital to the success of the performance.  The standards for Mixed Choir, Chamber Choir, Concert Orchestra, and 
Chamber Orchestra are higher than the beginning ensembles.  In addition to the requirements contained in this 
handbook, all students are expected to be at all required events.  School and school based events must be 
considered top priority.  After school events are important (athletics, etc), however, school must be first priority.  
In the event of a conflict, students and parents are required to contact Mr. Knecht in advance of the event. Mr. 
Knecht will consider the situation and make a decision in the best interest of the ensemble.  All decisions are 
final.  Failure to follow the above policies and the policies contained in this handbook may warrant the removal 
from the ensemble. 
 

¥ EDUCATIONAL FIELD TRIPS 
Students will have the opportunity to participate in various educational field trips and local performances.  
These trips are designed to enhance the studentÕs music learning experience.  Trips include:  performances at 
Barbara B. Mann Hall, Southwest Florida Youth Symphony, local choral performances, off campus chorus and 
orchestra performances, year-end Recruitment Tour, and other music related events.  Occasionally, students will 
have the opportunity to participate in a Year-end Fun Trip.  This trip is designed for students that have met all 
requirements of the music program. 
 
Field Trip and Field Trip Refund Policy 

o Refunds will be granted according to the Tour Company and 3COPA policies for all trips. 
o Refunds will NOT be issued if the student is removed from the trip/event and the deadline for refunds 

have expired. 
o Students must satisfy all requirements within this handbook to participate in any trip. 
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¥ PERFORMANCE DRESS CODE 
For group pride, camaraderie, and to present professionalism, the concert dress code will be as follows: 
 
BEGINNING CHOIR AND ORCHESTRA STUDENTS-ALL MATERIAL MUST BE BLACK AND WHITE  
¥ Ladies:  Black dress, small earrings, closed hard-soled black dress shoes and either black hose or black hose 

socks, black dress pants, black dress skirt (knee length) with white shirt (oxford style), black dress shoes of 
various styles (flats are preferable over heels).   

 
¥ Gentlemen: White polo or oxford shirt, black dress pants, black dress shoes, black socks, and black belt.  

Shirt must be tucked in at all times.  Tie is optional.  We will supply the white tuxedo shirt if needed. 
 
¥ What is not appropriate: Anything that does not fit in the above description.  Strapless tops, tight fitting 

clothes, clothes that are revealing, short skirts, gym shoes, baggy pants, baggy shirts, un-tucked shirts, 
clothing with designs, stripes, clothing that is not solid black and white, etc.  No necklaces, dangling 
earrings, bracelets, or rings.  Questions?  Ask Mr. Knecht!!!  Mr. Knecht will make the final decision 
regarding the dress code. 
 

¥ Grooming & Personal Hygiene (all students):  Students must display a clean professional look at all 
times.  This includes bathing, deodorant, clean clothes, etc. 

 
¥ Hair (all students):  Hair must be pulled back if long (this includes gentlemen with long hair). 
 
UPPER LEVEL CHOIR AND ORCHESTRA STUDENTS 
¥ Supplied professional performance attire.  Please note the ÒWhat is not appropriateÓ section above.  Black 

undergarments for the ladies & black socks for the gentlemen.  Ladies shoes:  One-inch heels or flats-black 
only, no designs or ornaments.  Gentlemen:  Black dress shoes only. 

 
Students who are not in the proper dress code will not be allowed to perform. 

 
¥ PERFORMANCE ASSISTANCE 

Select students are permitted to stay after school to assist with concert preparations.  Students must make 
arrangements prior to the concert and inform their parent(s) of their location.  Students should make 
dinner/snack arrangements unless otherwise stated.  In order to secure equipment, instruments, uniforms, 
costumes, and other performance items, all students are required to remain on stage after a performance.  
Students are required to assist with the following: 
 

¥ Clearing stage of all concert materials. Return all stands, uniforms, equipment to the chorus/orchestra 
room. 

¥ Stacking chairs and tables. 
¥ Remove risers, chairs, piano, and all other performance items form the cafeteria stage and/or floor. 
¥ Assist custodians with cleanup as necessary. 
¥ All uniforms, costumes, and wireless microphones must be turned in to a parent after the performance. 
¥ Select parents and students will be responsible for the End-Of Performance Check-Off Sheet.  Mr. 

Knecht must approve any exception to this policy prior to the event.   
 
¥ ETIQUETTE, DISCIPLINE, AND BEHAVOIR  
Students must follow the LCSD Code of Conduct policies and all Three Oaks Music Department Policies.  
Students must demonstrate impeccable behavior at all times.  Remember, you represent Three Oaks Middle, 
The Choir and Orchestra Program, Mr. Knecht, and yourself! 
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¥ PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Florida Orchestra Association (FOA) Music Performance Assessment (MPA) 
Participation is MANDATORY for all Chamber Orchestra students. 
 

¥ FOA-Solo & Ensemble 
 

Florida Vocal Association (FVA) Music Performance Assessment (MPA) 
Participation is MANDATORY for all Chamber Choir students. 

 
¥ FVA-Solo & Ensemble 

 
In State/ Out-of State Competitions 
(Smoky Mountain Music Festival, Hard Rock Live Competition etc.) 
Open to all Three Oaks Middle School Chorus and Orchestra students.  Students must satisfy all course 
requirements. 
 

All County Orchestra 
Select Seventh and Eighth Grade orchestra students will have the opportunity to participate in All County 
Events.  All County consists of two orchestras:  Intermediate (by recommendation only) and Advanced (by 
audition only).  See Mr. Knecht for details. 

 
All State Orchestra 
Select Seventh and Eighth Grade orchestra students will have the opportunity to participate in All State Events.  
Students are required to meet all FOA All State Guidelines.  Auditions are required.  See Mr. Knecht for details. 
 

All State Honors Orchestra 
Students, who audition for All State and do not pass the audition requirements, may have the opportunity to 
participate in the All State Honors Orchestra.  See Mr. Knecht for details. 
 

All County (Honors) Choir 
Select Seventh and Eighth Grade choral students will have the opportunity to participate in All County Events. 
Auditions are required.  See Mr. Knecht for details. 

 
All State Choir 
Select Seventh and Eighth Grade orchestra students will have the opportunity to participate in All State Events.  
Students are required to meet all FOA All State Guidelines.  Auditions are required.  See Mr. Knecht for details. 

 
All State Honors Choir 
Students, who audition for All State and do not pass the audition requirements, may have the opportunity to 
participate in the All State Honors Choir.  See Mr. Knecht for details. 
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GENERAL DEPARTMENT POLICIES 
 

¥ PARENT CONFERENCES 
Mr. Knecht is scheduled to supervise Before School Practice (8:45-9:45); therefore, Mr. Knecht will not attend 
conferences unless requested by the parent.  If you would like Mr. Knecht to attend a conference, please contact 
the Guidance Office at 267-5757. 

 
¥ PG FILMS 

Students will view various films related to topics discussed in class.  Such films occasionally contain mild 
profanities.  The films are educational and focus on areas such as: choral/instrumental musical productions, 
biographies of composers, music history, and technique.  The director, prior to viewing, screens all films.  If 
you have objections to your child viewing these films, please inform Mr. Knecht in writing. 

 
¥ SECTIONALS AND PRIVATE PRACTICE 

During the school year, students will work in sectionals or practice privately.  Students will be separated by 
instrument/voice and work together in the adjacent rooms with minimal supervision.  Students will be instructed 
to work on the music and follow the directions set forth by Mr. Knecht.  Mr. Knecht will rotate between rooms; 
however, he will remain with one group for most of the period.  This procedure is common in music programs.  
There is an expectation that students will remain on task with appropriate behavior at all times.  If you 
have objections to your child working in sectionals, please inform Mr. Knecht in writing.  The student is 
ALWAYS responsible for his/her own actions. 
 

¥ AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS 
The following programs will be available during the school year.  All students interested in one of these 
programs should contact Mr. Knecht.  Guitar -Thursday--open to all Three Oaks Middle School students. 
 

¥ BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL PRACTICE POLICY 
Before school practice is offered to all students interested in completing their practice card requirements on 
campus, seeking additional assistance with their music, or preparing for All State.  Students are expected to 
practice during this time.  Socializing, horseplay, and Òhanging outÓ will result in the revocation of the 
studentÕs pass.   

 
The weekly schedule is as follows: 

 
 

Morning Practice: 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

8:45 AM to 9:45 AM. 
Wednesday by appointment only. 

 
After School Practice: 

By appointment only.  All students must schedule 
after school practice with Mr. Knecht. 

 
 
All students are required to make prior arrangements with parents for transportation.  All students are 
required to have a Before School Practice Pass mounted on the inside cover of their Agenda Book.  Passes will 
be revoked for any student who violates the Before School Practice Policies.  

 
No after school practice on Fridays! 
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¥ SPECIAL PASSES 
End-Of-Day Instrument Pick-Up Pass Ð Sixth grade orchestra students, who ride a school bus to and from 
school, may be issued a special pass, called an ÒEnd-Of-Day Instrument Pick-Up PassÓ, which grants them the 
privilege of leaving their final class of the day a few minutes earlier than their normal dismissal time. This is a 
special laminated pass for BUS RIDERS ONLY!  This is so that they may have time to pick up their instrument 
and music from the orchestra room without the danger of missing their bus. Abuse of this pass will result in its 
revocation, with the possibility of further punitive action in accordance with the T.O.M.S. Responsibility Plan.  
Students who are bus riders need to ask Mr. Knecht for one of these passes.  Each year they are updated with 
the school year and are color-coded. This year the ÒEnd-Of-Day Instrument Pick- Up Pass Ò colors will be 
yellow, for orchestra. 
 
Before and After School Practice ÐThere will be before school practice time this year.  Orchestra, Chorus, and 
Guitar students are permitted to come to the music room before school in order to practice from 8:45am to 
9:45am.  Students are to remain in the music room the entire time. Students may use this time in order to help 
meet their practice requirements for chorus and orchestra. It is not to be considered a SOCIAL TIME! Any 
student who is not practicing during this time will be sent home and will not be allowed to take advantage of 
this privilege. A SPECIAL PASS IS REQUIRED TO COME IN AND PRACTICE DURING THESE TIMES.  
Each year they are updated with the school year and are color-coded. This year the ÒBefore School Practice 
PassÓ colors will be yellow, for orchestra, blue for guitar, and white for chorus.  After school practice will be 
available occasionally, depending on Mr. KnechtÕs schedule.  Please make arrangements PRIOR to the day you 
wish to stay after school.  No special pass is required for after school practice. 
 

¥ STUDENT POSITIONS 
The Three Oaks Middle School Chorus and Orchestra offer several positions of responsibility to 
willing and deserving students.  Students are selected at the end of the previous year or at the 
beginning of the current school year. It must be understood that these students are assuming a 
POSITION OF RESPONSIBILITY AND NOT A POSITION OF SPECIAL PRIVILEGE!  Applicants 
need realize they will be expected to devote the necessary time to complete their appointed tasks.  All 
students must maintain satisfactory grades in order to be considered for a position!  
 

!  Chorus and Orchestra President - This student will assist Mr. Knecht with many of the administrative 
duties involved in the Three Oaks Chorus and Orchestra Program. Things such as helping assemble the 
handbooks, running copies of memos to be sent home, maintaining the bulletin board, etc. This student 
must be reliable, trustworthy, dedicated to their music, instrument, and the chorus and orchestra 
program. The secretary will be an 8th grader. It is possible Mr. Knecht may appoint an additional 
secretary from the 7th grade. 

 
!  Chorus and Orchestra Librarians - Two, three, or possibly four students will serve as music 

librarians. Duties include making copies, distributing music to our chorus and orchestra students, 
replacing lost parts, creating folders, sorting and filing all music in our music library, maintaining a 
database on the computer, and any other tasks related to the music library.  This is a position of great 
importance, as music is the most important thing we do!  This job must be carried out efficiently and 
accurately.   Librarians will be 8th graders.  It is possible Mr. Knecht may appoint additional librarians 
from the 7th grade. 

 
!  DirectorÕs Assistant Ð Every year Mr. Knecht is privileged to have a few helpful students to assist with 

the daily operations of our program.  The DirectorÕs Assistant is the type of student that Ògoes above and 
beyond the call of duty.Ó  In addition to the above positions, these students work with Mr. Knecht by 
assisting him in several areas:  copies, after school parent meetings, peer tutoring, visits to local 
colleges, concert decision making, etc.  They are the Òwork horseÓ of our program! 
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PARENT RESOURCES 
 

¥ Cypress Lake Center for the Arts (CLCA) Vocal and Orchestra Auditions 
CLCA is designed for the serious student who would like to experience the next level in music instruction.  
Students in sixth and seventh grade, who are interested in auditioning for Cypress Lake Center for the Arts, 
should consider private lessons.  Do not wait until your eighth grade year to begin lessons!  Auditions are 
competitive and placement is limited.   
For the past ten years, ALL Three Oaks Choir and Orchestra students auditioning for 
CLCA have been accepted.  Preparation is key. 
 
 

¥ GRANTS AND SCHOLARSHIPS 
The following organization can assist families who would like their child to rent an instrument and/or 
participate in private lessons and are in financial need.  This organization provides Summer Music Camps, 
lessons, and instruments.  Applications are available upon request. 
 
The Music Foundation of Southwest Florida-----Ruth Christman, Executive Director 
13300-56 S. Cleveland Ave, PMB 214 
Fort Myers, FL  33907 
239-275-0057 
www.music-foundation.org 

 
¥ PRIVATE LESSONS 

Opportunities for private instruction are now available. I would like to share with you some of the advantages of 
private lessons.  The individual attention that a student receives in private instruction helps develop his/her 
maximum potential as a singer or instrumentalist in our program. In addition, private instruction offers a student 
the opportunity to explore the extensive wealth of solo vocal and instrumental literature.  Private lessons also 
provide special performing opportunities that bring recognition for a student through solo recitals.  The private 
instructors available to teach students in our program are recommended because of their teaching success with 
young people. They promote the same goals as those of the Three Oaks Middle Chorus & Orchestra program 
and they understand how to motivate a student to work to reach his/her potential.  
Providing your child with private lessons is one very effective way to enrich his/her music experience. Many of 
the outstanding musicians in our program study privately and serve as our leaders.  Please seriously consider 
offering this special opportunity to your child. Private lessons are available locally and on campus through         
3 C.O.P.A., Inc.  Financial assistance may be obtained through The Music Foundation of Southwest Florida.  A 
listing of private off campus teachers is available upon request.  Private group lessons on campus will be 
offered this year.  You may contact me to discuss this further.  

 
¥ Three Oaks Middle School On-Campus Private Lesson Policy 

I am pleased to announce that several private string and vocal instructors will be available for on-campus 
private lessons for all Three Oaks Orchestra students.  For your convenience, all instructors are contracted 
through 3COPA to provide on campus lessons to our students at a nominal price.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity for our young musicians. Private lessons are designed to supplement what is taught in class.  This 
individualized attention is a tremendous benefit for your child.  He or she will be able to focus on weak areas 
and affirm strong areas.  Any student interested in All State Auditions or Cypress Lake Center for the Arts 
should consider private lessons. 
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¥ Student Teachers providing on-campus lessons 
¥ Lauren Cathell & Ashley Mueller, voice 
¥ Zo‘ Novak, violin and viola 
¥ Susie, cello 
¥ Michelle DeAngelo, bass 

 
¥ PRIVATE LESSON POLICY 

o Contact the instructor directly regarding scheduling times. 
o Cancellation Policy: 

"  24-hour cancellation notice is required.  You must contact the instructor! 
"  Make-up lessons will be made available for those that follow the cancellation procedures. 
"  Emergencies will be handled on an individual basis. 
"  Failure to notify the instructor will result in the loss of a paid lesson.  Make-up lessons 

will not be available. 
o No-show policy:  Students that consecutively miss two lessons without notification will be 

removed from private lessons. 
o Payment Policy: Payments are due on a monthly basis.  First payment is due at the first lesson 

for the number of lessons in the first month.  Subsequent payments are due at the end of the 
month (in advance) for the following month. 

o Students may not resume lessons until payment has been received. 
o Checks/money orders should be made payable to 3COPA.  Please include your childÕs full name 

on the check or money order.  Do NOT send cash. 
 

¥ LOCAL PRIVATE TEACHERS 
Please contact the teacher directly for pricing, locations, schedules, etc. 

 
Strings 
*Gulf Coast Music (Chris Hoffmann)  All Strings/Suzuki  267-3032 or 590-0059 
*Thomas May      Cello    591-3723 
*Janie Spangler     Violin/Viola   481-1412 
Vocal:      
*Advanced Mentor Pro Voice Studio       561-1485 

 
 

 
 

¥ HOW TO PURCHASE AN INSTRUMENT 
The best method to purchase an instrument is to take an experienced musician with you and get his/her opinion 
prior to buying.  If you are purchasing the instrument from a music store, make sure it is a reputable company.   
You may contact Mr. Knecht for assistance. 
 

¥ HOW TO SELECT A PRIVATE TEACHER 
Always research the private teachers background by requesting a resume, checking with other music teachers 
regarding the personÕs reputation.  ALWAYS contact Mr. Knecht for advice prior to selecting a private teacher. 
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¥ SUCCESS WITH PRIVATE LESSONS 
The success of private study depends on the proper support of all involved: the instructor, the parent, the student 
and the director.  
Student Responsibilities: 

¥ Prepare every lesson thoroughly. 
¥ Be properly warmed up for each lesson. 
¥ Bring your materials to every lesson. 
¥ Notify your teacher of an absence prior to the lesson. 
¥ Practice your material for each lesson. 
¥ Participate in all performance opportunities. 

 
Parent Responsibilities: 

¥ Assist your child in having the necessary materials. 
¥ Insist on a regular practice time. Establish a routine and follow through. 
¥ Express interest in the lessons by observing them from time to time. 
¥ Support your child by attending recitals and showing encouragement. 
¥ Contact the private teacher for updates on your childÕs progress. 
¥ Make every effort to pay the private instructor on time. 

 
 

¥ INSTRUMENT AND VOICE CARE 
Orchestra 
Purchase a quality instrument maintenance kit that includes: rosin remover, polish, and a cloth.  Do not use 
Endust, Pledge, or any other wax based furniture polish.  Keep the instrument in a case when not in use.  Never 
leave an instrument in a car during extreme weather conditions.  Acoustic instruments are glued together.  If 
exposed to extreme weather conditions, the instrument can be severally damaged.  Wipe your strings with a 
clean cloth, polish your instrument occasionally, and perform routine maintenance as needed.    
 
Voice Care 
Avoid stressing your voice and singing for long periods of time.  If you have a sore throat, do not sing!   Keep 
your throat ÒlubricatedÓ by drinking water regularly.  Review ÒThe Scientific Approach to SingingÓ for details.  
Students will view vocal anatomy DVDs such as the SingerÕs Voice that display the function of the vocal folds, 
larynx, and vocal tract.  These educational DVDs are designed to educate the student on the mechanics of the 
voice.  The vocal folds are the size of a dime!!  NEVER Scream and always take care of your voice!  

Screaming is a direct violation of policy and will warrant 
removal from the program. 
 
The SingerÕs Voice DVD Series: 

!  Breath 
!  The Human Voice 
!  Resonance 
!  Vocal Tract 
!  Vocal Folds 
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¥ SUPPORTING MUSIC LEARNING  
We are very excited about the music program at Three Oaks Middle School. The success we enjoy is a direct 
reflection of the students who participate in our music education curriculum.  It is a particular delight to have 
your child as a part of our musical family.  
 
There are many benefits that result from the study of music. The aesthetic joys of music making cannot be 
duplicated in any other art form; it is a communication unto itself. It also has been found that the study of music 
strengthens the mindÕs learning potential. The students who are part of a music program tend to achieve at 
higher levels in all areas of school.  Simply put: music makes better students, and music makes students 
better.  Ongoing research continues to offer dramatic statistics concerning young people who participate in 
their school music programs.  In the 1997 publication, Profiles of SAT and Achievement Test Takers, (from 
The College Board), it was discovered that, ÒStudents with course work experience in music performance 
scored 89 points higher on the SAT tests than students with no course work in the arts.Ó This kind of 
information clearly and positively marks the future of our young musicians.  
 
Parents need to know that their childÕs educational experience is designed to create a solid foundation. This 
foundation may be used for advanced education and, more importantly, as a training ground for developing 
successful life-patterns.  The very qualities that are essential for success in business and education such as 
analytical skills, self-discipline, communication skills and creative thinking are the foundation blocks of our 
music program.  What your child is learning in music is preparing him/her for a more prosperous and enjoyable 
life. 
 

¥ MUSIC STUDENTS HAVE HIGHER TEST SCORES 
Did you know that music could help children in their studies? Well, several studies have concluded that it can!  
Here are some quotes from various articles on the subject.  
 
1. On the basis of observations and experiments with newborns, neuroscientists now know that infants are born 
with neural mechanisms devoted exclusively to music.  Studies show that early and ongoing musical training 
helps organize and develop childrenÕs brains. ÐÒThe Musical Mind,Ó Susan Black, The American School Board 
Journal, January 1997.  
 
2. Two research projects have found that music trainingÑ specifically piano instructionÑ can dramatically 
enhance childrenÕs spatial-temporal reasoning skills, the skills crucial for greater success in subjects like math 
and science. Ð Neurological Research, February 1997; Rauscher and Shaw, and Neurological Research, March 
1999; Shaw, Graziano, and Peterson.  
 
3. School leaders affirm that the single most critical factor in sustaining arts education in their schools is the 
active involvement of influential segments of the community in shaping and implementing the policies and 
programs of the district. Ð Gaining The Arts Advantage: Lessons From School Districts That Value Arts 
Education, PresidentÕs Committee on the Arts and the Humanities and Arts Education Partnership, 1999. 
 
4.  Physician and biologist Lewis Thomas studied the undergraduate majors of medical school applicants. He 
found that 66 percent of music majors who applied to medical school were admitted, the highest percentage of 
any group. Forty-four percent of biochemistry majors were admitted, as reported in ÒThe Case for Music in the 
Schools,Ó Phi Delta Kappan, February 1994.  
 
5.  Students who study music and the arts score higher on the verbal and math portions of the SAT than students 
with no coursework or experience in the arts. Ð Profiles of SAT and Achievement Test Takers, The College 
Board, 1998. 
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6.  A 1997 Gallup Survey on AmericansÕ attitudes towards music revealed that 89% of respondents believe 
music helps a childÕs overall development and 93% agree that music is part of a well-rounded education. Ð 
AmericansÕ Attitudes Towards Music, The Gallup Organization, 1997. 
 
7. The very best engineers and technical designers in the Silicon Valley are, nearly without exception, 
practicing musicians. ÐGrant Venerable, ÒThe Paradox of the Silicon Savior,Ó as reported in ÒThe Case for 
Sequential Music Education in the Core Curriculum of the Public Schools,Ó The Center for the Arts in the Basic 
CurriculumÓ, New York, 1989. 
 
8. The publication Academic Preparation for College: What Students Need To Know and Be Able To Do states 
Òpreparation in the arts will be valuable to college entrants whatever their intended field of study.Ó Ð The 
College Board, New York, 1983 [still in use]. 
 
9. An education in the arts readily engages a wide variety of learning styles and increases learning potential for 
students.  Schools who have integrated music and the arts into the curriculum have seen an increase in test 
scores and student attendance and a decrease in dropout rates. Ð ÒThe Arts and Student Achievement: Ideas for 
Schools and Communities,Ó background paper for the Goals 2000 Satellite Town Meeting, ArtsEdge. 

 
¥ WHY MUSIC MAKES A DIFFERENCE 

1.  A research team exploring the link between music and intelligence reports that music training Ð specifically 
piano instruction Ð is far superior to computer instruction in dramatically enhancing childrenÕs abstract 
reasoning skills necessary for learning math and science. After six months of keyboard lessons, those children 
who received piano/keyboard training performed 34% higher on tests measuring spatial-temporal ability than 
the others. The experiment included three groups of preschoolers: one group received private piano/keyboard 
lessons and singing lessons; a second group received private computer lessons; and a third group received no 
training. These findings indicate that music uniquely enhances higher brain functions required for mathematics, 
chess, science and engineering. 
From Neurological Research Feb 28, 1997; Frances Rauscher, Ph.D., Gordon Shaw, Ph.D, University of 
California, Irvine  

 
2.  Research shows that when a child listens to classical music the right hemisphere of the brain is activated, but 
when a child studies a musical instrument both left and right hemispheres of the brain Òlight up.Ó  Significantly, 
the areas that become activated are the same areas that are involved in analytical and mathematical thinking. 
Dee Dickinson, ÒMusic and the Mind.Ó (Seattle: New Horizons for Learning, 1993)  
 
3.  A 1981 study by Minicucci showed that kindergarten studentsÕ basic skills achievement scores increased 
when music was applied to the curriculum. 
Jeanne Akin, ÒMusic Makes a Difference.Ó (Lafayette, California: Lafayette Arts and Science Foundation, 
1987)  
 
4.  Studying music strengthens studentsÕ academic performance.  Studies have indicated that sequential, skill-
building instruction in art and music integrated with the rest of the curriculum can greatly improve childrenÕs 
performance in reading and math. 
Martin Gardiner, Alan Fox, Faith Knowles, and Donna Jeffrey, ÒLearning Improved by Arts Training,Ó Nature, 
May 23, 1996  
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5.  In 1998, scientists explored how a newly designed computer math game coupled with either piano lessons or 
English-language training affected second-grade studentsÕ performance in math. After four months, the students 
who had piano keyboarding along with the computer game did 27 percent better on questions devoted to 
fractions and proportional math than those students who received the language training with the computer game. 
Amy B. Graziano, Matthew Peterson, and Gordon L. Shaw, ÒEnhanced Learning of Proportional Math 
Through Music Training and Spatial-Temporal Training.Ó Neurological Research, vol. 21, no. 2, March 1999  
 
5.  The U.S. Department of Education lists the arts as subjects that college-bound middle and junior high school 
students should take, stating ÒMany colleges view participation in the arts and music as a valuable experience 
that broadens studentsÕ understanding and appreciation of the world around them. It is also well known and 
widely recognized the arts contribute significantly to childrenÕs intellectual development.Ó 
ÒGetting Ready for College Early: A Handbook for Parents of Students in the Middle and Junior High School 
Years,Ó U.S. Department of Education, 1997  
 
6.  An analysis of the U.S. Department of Education NELS:88 database of over 25,000 students followed over a 
ten-year period found that a higher percentage of students who were involved in music scored higher on 
standardized tests, reading and reading proficiency exams than those students who were not involved in music 
programs, regardless of their socio-economic background. 
Dr. James Catterall, UCLA, 1997  

 
7.  Students with coursework/experience in music performance scored 53 points higher on the verbal portion of 
the SAT and 39 points higher on the math portion than students with no coursework or experience in the arts for 
a combined total of 92 points higher. 
Profiles of SAT and Achievement Test Takers, The College Board, 1999  
 
8.  The College Board identifies the arts (including music) as one of the six basic academic subject areas 
students should study in order to succeed in college. ÒPreparation in the arts will be valuable to college entrants 
whatever their intended field of study.Ó 
Academic Preparation for College: What Students Need to Know and Be Able to Do, 1983 [still in use], The 
College Board, New York  
 
9.  Longer arts study means higher SAT scores. For example, students participating in the arts for two years 
averaged 29 points higher on the verbal portion and 19 points higher on the math portion of the SAT than 
students with no coursework or experience in the arts. Students with four or more years in the arts scored 61 
points higher and 45 points higher on the verbal and math portions respectively than students with no arts 
coursework. 
Profiles of SAT and Achievement Test Takers, The College Board, 1999  
 
10.  ÒMusic education opens doors that help children pass from school into the world around them Ð a world of 
work, culture, intellectual activity, and human involvement. The future of our nation depends on providing our 
children with a complete education that includes music.Ó 
Gerald Ford, former President, United States of America  
 
11.  ÒOur society is committing cultural genocide. When the economy tightens and school budgets shrink, 
programs in music and the other arts are most often the first to be cut back or even totally eliminated from the 
curriculum. This deprives children of a unique opportunity to develop their creativity, learn self-discipline and 
team work, and increase their sense of self-worth. It strikes me as being supremely ironic that today, we still 
have to try to make the case that music is indispensable if the term ÔeducatedÕ is to mean anything.Ó 
Michael Greene, President of the National Academy of Recording Arts & Sciences, Inc  
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12.  ÒThe arts are an essential element of education, just like reading, writing, and arithmetic...Music, dance, 
painting, and theater are keys that unlock profound human understanding and accomplishment.Ó 
Former U.S. Secretary of Education William Bennett  

 
¥ WHY SING OR PLAY AN INSTRUMENT 

I believe that every child can learn and extend that belief to the certainty that every child is musically expressive 
and deserves the opportunity to explore that capability. To that end, our program offers non-auditioned choirs 
for the hesitant music learner as well as challenging organizations for the highly skilled or gifted musician.  
Throughout the year we will address the individual by developing vocal/playing skills, increasing knowledge of 
his/her own instrument, developing music literacy and providing opportunities for solo performances.  In 
addition, we will address the ensemble by developing group cohesiveness, building choral/instrumental skills 
and fostering pride in their participation.  
 
Why is it so important for your child to be in Chorus or Orchestra?  Music can: 
 

¥ Provide a unique way of thinking. 
¥ Act as a link between the past and the present. 
¥ Lift the self -esteem of participants. 
¥ Bring joy to both musician and audience. 
¥ Provide a means of expressing thoughts, values and emotions through music that otherwise may be 

difficult to express through words. 
¥ Provide teamwork, self-esteem, courage, support, leadership, respect, confidence, critical thinking, 

management skills, science, math, history, reading and language skills pertaining to music, assist 
with peer pressure, how music affects our world, culture, and more!!! 

 
 

¥ CAREERS IN MUSIC 
 
Teaching is an exciting and rewarding profession. It is one of the few areas where you actually get to see and 
hear the results of your efforts. I find it thrilling to spend a lifetime in a vocation that is not only rewarding but 
also fun! I feel you possess the talent, drive, enthusiasm and ability to succeed in such a profession.  There are 
many areas in music for you to consider. These include: 
 

¥ Professional Musician (opera, community chorus, professional ensembles, entertainer, church or 
synagogue, symphony orchestra, guitar ensemble, recording artist)  

¥ Private Teacher (public or private schools, private studio, local music store, area church or synagogue) 
¥ Junior or Senior High Music Director 
¥ College/University Music Director (adjunct professor, professor) 
¥ Elementary Music Teacher  
¥ Church or Synagogue Music Director  
¥ Community Music Director 
¥ Music Therapist 
¥ Music Industry (retail, sales, music publishing, recording technicians, etc.) 
¥ Composer (local, national, television/film) 

 
I value your ability and would be happy to discuss these possibilities with you. If I can provide you with further 
information, please feel free to contact me. 
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¥ Non Career Student 
 

Your child will benefit from participating in a music program.  Regardless whether 
or not you child pursues a career in music, your child will learn the same life skills 
and enjoy the same experiences!  Music provides a valuable outlet for any student! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MUSIC-THE UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE!!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 24 

3 C.O.P.A., Inc. 
Three Oaks Middle School Choir & Orchestra Parent Association, Inc. 

A 501(c) 3 not for profit organization 
Recipient of the 2005-2006 Florida Department of Education Parent Involvement Award! 

 
¥ VISION 

To provide a world class music education program in a safe and well-managed environment. 
 
The success of the Choir & Orchestra program at Three Oaks Middle School is due in no small part to the 
success of our Parent Support Organization-3 C.O.P.A, Inc.  Behind every successful student organization 
stands a parent support group willing to serve the students and directors of that organization.  You can make a 
difference simply by your presence. At a time when your child is making critical decisions about ethics, 
behavior, integrity and the future, it is important for you to be involved. The Three Oaks Middle School Choir 
& Orchestra Parent Association, Inc. is an excellent way to stay involved! 
 

I am asked by parents, ÒWhat can I do to help?Ó Each parent has something to give. Expertise is needed 
in every possible area from making phone calls, sewing, word processing, accounting, legal and medical 
services.  Our collective group of parents provides the tools of every trade. 
Many parents think that the sole purpose of the Association is fundraising. While that is part of what they do, 
the main purpose is to create a partnership that connects students, parents, community, and director.  The goals 
of this organization are as follows: 
 

¥ To promote parental understanding of student activities and opportunities as well as the purpose and 
objectives of the music program. 

¥ To provide greater communication between parents, students and the music director. 
¥ To promote music in the community through attendance of concert performances and public support of 

music activities. 
¥ To assist in raising funds necessary for realizing the objectives of the Three Oaks Middle School Chorus 

& Orchestra Program. 
 
A.  PURPOSE: To provide the students of the Three Oaks Middle School Chorus & Orchestra Program with 
the opportunities available for a first class music education.   
 
The purposes of the organization are: 

1. To conduct fund-raisers for the following uses: 
a. Purchase, maintain, and repair instruments, equipment, music and educational materials 
b. Guest conductors and clinicians to work with our students 
c. Pay dues, entry fees and assessments for All-State, F.O.A., FVA Festivals, etc. 
d. Pay transportation costs not funded by school district 
e. Administrative and operational costs of the organization 
f. Help supplement private lessons and provide instruments for needy students, who would 

otherwise not have the opportunity to be in chorus, or orchestra. 
2. To provide chaperones, transportation of equipment when necessary 
3. To size, fit, and purchase or make uniforms. 
4. To help publicize and promote the 3COPA organization throughout our school and community. 
5. To provide social activities to develop camaraderie among our students and families (Annual 

Banquet, End-of-Year Trips, etc.) 
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B. LEADERSHIP POSITIONS:  The Three Oaks Middle School Choir & Orchestra Parent Association (3 
C.O.P.A., Inc.) currently operates under the following organizational structure: 
 

¥ 3COPA EXECUTIVE BOARD 
!  Director  Ð instructs students in their music education; oversees the 3C.O.P.A. organization; assesses 

and determines needs and goals of the program; develops a working budget, and assists as needed.  
Mr. Knecht makes all curricular decisions. 

!  President Ð oversees the operation of the organization; works closely with the Director to assess 
needs of the students and the program; facilitates all Executive Board and General Membership 
meetings. 

!  Vice-President Fundraising Ð Oversees fundraising efforts, coordinating the committees assigned 
to each of the various fundraisers, coordinates the distribution of merchandise and students prizes.  
Communicates with the treasurer. 

!  Secretary Ð handles correspondence; organizes and oversees phone tree; coordinates fundraising 
advertisement, program promotion, drafts minutes for all meetings, and assists where needed. 

!  Treasurer Ð collects and deposits all monies; pays all bills incurred; prepares end-of-year financial 
statements; organizes bookkeeping to align with budget, works with the accountant and attorney 
regarding taxes and legal changes, maintains accurate bookkeeping. 

 
¥ 3COPA COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

!  Uniform Coordinator -- oversees uniform maintenance and replacement, distribution of uniforms, 
maintains inventory, and coordinates assistants as needed. 

!  Data Specialist -- collects all Registration Forms, compiles information, and creates a database for 
the Director.  This information is used to communicate with parents and students, secure assistance 
for events, and email pertinent information regarding the music program and events. 

!  Grant Chairperson -- searches for grant opportunities and completes the application process to 
secure possible funds for the music program, and communicates with the V.P. of Fundraising. 

 
C. GENERAL MEMBERSHIP : 
Anyone with a child in the Choir & Orchestra Program is automatically considered a member of 3 C.O.P.A.  
Any interested person, regardless of whether they have a child currently enrolled in the music program, may 
also participate. There are no dues or membership fees.  We do ask that every member of the organization 
donate a minimum of three (3) hours voluntary service to the Three Oaks Middle School Choir & Orchestra 
Parent Association during the course of the school year! 
 

¥ WHAT PARENTS CAN DO  
Music parents are often willing to help, but may not know what to do or where to begin. Here are a few starting 
points: 

 
1. Organize your parent group. 

a. Sign up for committees, assist students, board members, and director with various tasks.  Get 
involved!  Accept an Executive Board position! 

2. Include all school concerts, festivals, as well as professional groups appearing in the area.  Send the calendar 
to school board members, administrators, all school parents, government officials, radio, and your local 
newspaper.  Communicate with local elementary schools that have students who are interested in attending 
Three Oaks Middle School. 

 
3.   Call the music teacher regularly, and simply offer to help.  Often, there is typing to do, ticket sales, 
bookkeeping, distributing uniforms, arranging trips, helping with the props for musicals, etc. A number of 
important tasks always await the music teacher!! 
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¥ FUNDRAISING 
The Three Oaks Middle School Choir & Orchestra Department is proud of its growing tradition of 
excellence. We feel our students are the best and deserve the best. As a department, we are always 
looking for ways to encourage musical growth and to provide varied performance experiences for 
our students. Our school district has many financial responsibilities. Unfortunately, there is never 
enough money to provide every organization with all they need.  As an organization, we must 
assume responsibility for some of our expenses.  In a time when budgets are being trimmed, there is 
an increased awareness of the need for outside support for the music program to continue providing 
worthwhile musical and educational activities.  
 
Your fundraising efforts help support: 

¥ Purchase of new music 
¥ Guest clinicians, accompanists 
¥ Private lessons 
¥ Grants-scholarships 
¥ Social activities, trips, transportation costs 
¥ Supplies, equipment, uniforms 
¥ Instrument repair/replacement parts, recording/PA, video equipment 
¥ Assist students financially in need 
¥ Stage props, costumes, refreshments 
¥ Legal fees 
¥ Administration/operational costs 
¥  

Music itself is founded upon the idea of working as a team, supporting the general cause and expressing oneself 
by giving to others. Your support at this time will have a positive effect on the quality of this program; the 
experiences we can provide and the rewards the students will reap from participation in such activities. 
 

¥ FUND-RAISING AGREEMENT 
Students/Parents may elect to participate in fund-raising activities throughout the school year. By signing the 
Verification Form  located in the back of this handbook, you grant permission for your child to participate in all 
Chorus and Orchestra Fundraisers for the tenure of the program and agree to the following terms and 
conditions: 

¥ Agree to assist your child with all fund-raisers. 
¥ Parents/students are responsible for all fund-raiser items including: 
¥ Order forms and payments.  
¥ Lost or stolen monies. 
¥ Lost or stolen merchandise. 
¥ Turn in all fund-raiser order forms when due. 
¥ Follow payment/collection procedures. 
¥ Agree to distribute merchandise as directed. 
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¥ PAYMENT, COLLECTION, AND PROPERTY POLICY 
Payments: 

o Make checks/money orders payable to 3 C.O.P.A., Inc. 
o Credit card payments should be directed to Margo Pascarelli. 
o Returned checks will incur a $25.00 fee.   
o Do not send cash.  Cash will be returned to your child. 
o All debts (fund-raising monies, purchases, etc.) must be settled as directed by Mr. Knecht and 

3C.O.P.A., Inc. prior to the end of the school year. 
o All property (instruments, technique books, etc.) must be returned in excellent condition prior to 

withdrawing from the music program. 
o All payment s must be given to Mr. Knecht in person.  

 
Returning Property:  

o Do not return your instrument or payment to anyone other than Mr. Knecht.  Remember: YOU 
ARE LEGALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ITEM IN YOUR POSSESSION (INTSRUMENT, 
BOOKS, MONIES, ETC.). 

o IF you are returning an instrument (or other item) during the summer break, YOU MUST 
CONTACT MR. KNECHT BY PHONE OR EMAIL **PRIOR** TO RETURNING THE 
INSTRUMENT.  Mr. Knecht will schedule a time to meet with you.  

 
Field Trip and Field Trip Refund Policy 

¥ Refunds will be granted according to the Tour Company and 3COPA policies for all trips. 
¥ Refunds will NOT be issued if the student is removed from the trip/event and the deadline for refunds 

have expired. 
¥ Students must satisfy all requirements within this handbook to participate in any trip. 

 
¥ 3COPA CONSENT AND RELEASE 

The authorization to photograph or record the student for public performance. Your child will be recorded 
(video and audio) and photographed throughout the school year.  All recordings and photographs will remain 
the property of 3 C.O.P.A., Inc.  Recordings and photographs will be made available to the parents and students 
for a nominal fee.  Your child will be interviewed and photographed by the media.  Your childÕs name and 
photo may be used for purposes including but not limited to all published media (programs, handbooks, 3COPA 
website).  The media production in which your child is a participant may be used for purposes including but not 
limited to public service announcements and other programs shown to the general public. 
 
 

¥ School District of Lee County Consent & Release Form 
IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE IN CHOIR AND ORCHESTRA EVENTS, PARENTS ARE REQUIRED TO 
GRANT PERMISSION TO THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF LEE COUNTY TO ALLOW YOUR CHILD TO 
BE PHOTOGRAPHED AND RECORDED.  BOTH 3COPA AND THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF LEE 
COUNTY CONCENT AND RELEASE FORMS MUST AGREE. 
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Inspirational Thoughts and Quotes 
 

ÒThe only thing stopping you from doing what you want to do, is you!Ó 
-Knecht 

 
ÒHe who is afraid of asking is ashamed of learningÓ 

-Chinese Anon 
ÒI practice everyday to be a better player.Ó 

-Andres Segovia, age 80. 
 

ÒIf all birds in the forest sounded the same, the forest would be silent.Ó 
-Anon. 

 
ÒThe quality of practicing, not the quantity, is most important.Ó 

-Knecht 
 

ÒThe only excuse not to practice is; there is no excuse.Ó 
-Steve Via 

 
ÒI donÕt know the key to success, but the key to failure is trying to please everybody.Ó 

-Bill Cosby 
 

ÒPeople who make music together cannot be enemies-at least while the music lasts.Ó 
-Paul Hindemith 

 
ÒLife without music would be a mistake.Ó 

-Nietzche 
 

ÒAvoid conflict, let the other person save face.Ó 
-Dale Carnegie 

 
ÒThe biggest risk in life is not risking.Ó 

-Anon. 
 

ÒOthers can stop you temporarily, only you can stop you permanently.Ó 
-Anon. 

 
ÒCriticize the performance, not the performer.Ó 

-Anon. 
 

ÒWhile one person hesitates because he feels inferior, the other is busy making mistakes and becoming 
superior.Ó 

-Henry Link  
 

ÒWhen you take a good look at your life, success is all youÕve ever had.Ó 
-Dr. Robert Anthony 

 ÒFailure is not an option.Ó 
-Knecht 

ÒYou may not say I CanÕt, however, you may say I am currently unable.Ó -Anon. 
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What Does It Mean To Be A Team Member?  
 

 
DEDICATION, RESPONSIBILITY, LOYALTY, COMMITMENT, PRIDE, TRUST, 

and STANDARDS  
 
Dedication --to devote oneÕs time and energy to a special purpose. 
Responsibility -to be accountable for oneÕs actions. 
Loyalty -to pledge oneÕs allegiance to a cause. 
Commitment -to pledge, to bind with an obligation.  
Trust -firm belief in the reliability, truth,  ability, or strength of someone or something. 
Pride-to believe in your own worth, merit, or superiority. A feeling of satisfaction derived from ones 
own achievements. 
Standards-a level of quality or attainment.  An idea or thing used as a measure, norm, or model in 
comparative evaluations. 

 
 

CHOICES  
 

It is our decisions, which we have control of, that reveal our understanding of what it means to be a 
team member. 

 
DEDICATION, RESPONSIBILITY, LOYALTY,  

COMMITMENT, PRIDE, TRUST, and STANDARDS are not a choice; the decision to 
join is a choice.  

 
The fulfillment of oneÕs responsibilities to the organization is NOT a choice. 
These aspects come with the decision to be a member of our organization. 

We understand that life is not perfect and Òthings happenÓ. 
These exceptions are for the things that we have no control over . 

Things such as illness, death, emergency situations; things out of our control! 
Being a member of the team comes with difficult choices. 

Choosing to be a part of the team occasionally requires making sacrifices. 
Giving up what we want for what the team needs from us.  

 Occasionally we make choices that are best for us, but not best for our team. 
 
 

TEAM MEMBER  
 

The ability to depend on one another.  The ability and desire to be dependable. 
The understanding of why others need to be able to depend upon us. 
Caring enough to understand what effect our actions have on others. 

To understand that what we do impacts everyone around us.  
Knowing that we have a role and no one else can fulfill that role 

The maturity to realize that when we join an organization, it comes with an expectation of 
Dedication, Responsibility, Loyalty, Commitment, Pride, Trust, and Standards . 

 
 
 
 

Being a Team Member comes with these responsibilities. 
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ATTITUDE  
By Charles Swindoll 

 
The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude on life. 

 
Attitude, to me, is more important than facts. It is more important 

than the past, than education, than money, than circumstances, than 
failures, than successes, than what other people think or say or do. It 

is more important than appearance, giftedness or skill. It will make or 
break a company... a church... a home. 

 
The remarkable thing is we have a choice every day regarding the 

attitude we will embrace for that day. We cannot change our past... 
we cannot change the fact that people will act in a certain way. We 

cannot change the inevitable. The only thing we can do is play on the 
one string we have, and that is our attitude... I am convinced that life 

is 10% what happens to me and 90% how I react to it. 
 

And so it is with you... we are in charge of our attitudes. 
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The Folly Of Attempting To Satisfy CriticsÉ  
 

ÒThe Old Man, The Boy, and The 
DonkeyÓ 

 
There was an old man, a boy and a donkey.  They were going to town and it was decided that the boy should 
ride.  As they went along they passed some people who exclaimed that it was a shame for the boy to ride and 
the old man to walk. 
 
The man and boy decided that maybe the critics were right so they changed positions.  Later they passed some 
more people who then exclaimed that it was a real shame for that man to make such a small boy walk. 
 
The two decided that maybe they both should walk. Soon they passed some more people who exclaimed that it 
was stupidity to walk when they had a donkey to ride. 
 
The man and the boy decided maybe the critics were right so they decided that they both should ride.  They 
soon passed other people who exclaimed that it was a shame to put such a load on a poor little animal. 
 
The old man and the boy decided that maybe the critics were right so they decided to carry the donkey.  As they 
crossed a bridge they lost their grip on the animal and he fell into the river and drowned. 
 

The moral of the story is that if 
you try to please everyone you will 

ultimately fail!!!!!  
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Executive Board 2009-2010 
 

The 2009-2010 Executive Board Positions will be voted on at the September 10, 2009 meeting.  An update 
version of this page will be sent home with your child, available on our website and sent via email to all parents 

who submitted a valid email address. 
 

 
Director    Mr. Jim Knecht 
Phone    239-481-1412 
Fax    239-267-4007 
E-mail    jimck@leeschools.net 
 
President   Mrs. Stacey Hancock  
Phone    239-851-1255 
 
Vice President  Mrs. Amanda Arnold 
Phone    239-565-5199 
   
Vice President-  Mrs. Kim Forbis 
Fundraising   
Phone    239-481-1412 
 
Treasurer   Mrs. Anne Apuzzo 
Phone     239-248-1159    
 
Director Media &    Mrs. Michelle Feeney 
Pubic Relations !! !! 
Phone:    239-287-2495 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Updated Executive Board listings and contact information will be distributed and posted on the Website. 
 
 

Mailing address  
 
3 C.O.P.A., Inc. 
18500 Three Oaks Parkway 
Fort Myers, Florida 33967 

 
www.3co pa.com 
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3COPA-Choir & Orchestra  
Handbook Verification Form 

 

To be signed by parent and student! 
 

PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN THIS PAGE ONL Y 
 

This signed and dated form will be kept on file in the student's file in the Music Director's office.  The intent of 
this form is to verify that both the parent and student have read, understand and agree to comply with 
the policies and procedures that accompany membership in the Three Oaks Middle School Choir & 
Orchestra Program.  This document will remain valid for the tenure of the student being enrolled in the 
program. 

!  "I have read the THREE OAKS M.S, CHOIR & ORCHESTRA HANDBOOK and fully agree to its  
contents and policies. 

!  ÒI have reviewed the Sectionals and Private Practice portion of this handbook and grant permission for 
my child to participate in sections and private practice.Ó 

!  ÒI have reviewed the Fund-raising Agreement portion of this handbook and grant permission for my 
child to participate in Fund-raisers.Ó 

!  ÒI have reviewed the Consent and Release portion of this handbook and agree to the following terms 
and conditions:Ó 

 
o I hereby grant permission for my child to be photographed and/or recorded in connection 

with any school-sponsored event. 
o I agree to permit my child to be interviewed/photographed by the media. 
o I understand that the medium (photo, recording, or other) will remain the property of the 3 

Oaks music department. 
o I understand that the media production in which my child is a participant may be used for 

purposes including but not limited to public service announcements and other programs 
shown to the general public. 

 
I understand that my execution of this Authorization serves as a waiver of privacy rights otherwise available 
pursuant to the Section 228.093, Florida Statutes, or other applicable law, with respect to the above-described 
event(s).   
 

Thank you for joining the Three Oaks Middle School Choir & Orchestra Program!!! 
 
_____________________________________________      ______________    ____________ 
Student Name (Please print)     Grade     Class 

 
_____________________________________________       ____________________________ 
Parent Signature       Date 
 
_____________________________________________       ____________________________ 
Student Signature       Date 

 
This form is due Monday, November 2, 2009. 


